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From the Editors
2006 marks the 60th anniversary of the Department of 
City and Regional Planning (DCRP) at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Reaching this milestone has 
inspired us to explore and reflect on the last 60 years of 
planning practice and education in North Carolina.
This issue’s journey through planning-past begins with 
an article that highlights the top ten events that have af-
fected the planning profession in North Carolina. This is 
followed by an interview with longtime Triangle plan-
ner, Roger Waldon, describing how planning has changed 
throughout his career in North Carolina.  Next, David 
Godschalk’s piece describes turning points in the last 60 
years of planning education and their impacts on DCRP. 
Building on this, excerpts from Pat Verner’s article, origi-
nally published in 1987 in Planning magazine, describe 
the community outreach efforts of the department. Current 
Department Chair, Emil Malizia, provides a response and 
update to Verner’s text.
In keeping with tradition, we’ve included selections from 
the winning 2005 DCRP Best Master’s Project. Rachel 
Fleming’s work in arts-based economic development is 
particularly relevant to this issue of Carolina Planning 
because it broaches the idea of community outreach and 
provides a bridge between planning education and prac-
tice. Translating education to experience, the issue next 
explores the careers of several DCRP graduates—from the 
class of ’68 to the class of ’05—to see how their degree 
has served them and how they applied it to various plan-
ning-related fields. 
An article by Malcolm White on the activities of Self-Help, 
an innovative and forward-thinking community develop-
ment nonprofit, shows the dimensions of potential plan-
ning activities in the future. Its founder, Martin Eakes, is 
scheduled to speak at the DCRP reunion in September. We 
hope this exploration of planning past, present, and future 
will interest you and invite you to examine your own role 
in this story. Thank you for your readership and continued 
support.
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